New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Fullness of the Eden Blessing: 4

Zoe: The Life of God

Have you ever considered what life was like in Eden.  The garden was bursting forth with life all the time without any need to work.  God Himself made the plants grow.

No death or decay; no wilting nor withering of any plant; no flowers dropping their petals, nor trees shedding their leaves.

They had access to the life-giving fruit of the tree of life.

There was an abundance of life – man had life to the full.  That was His purpose for His creation.  

Genesis 2.7

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being”

Man was created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1.26);  He is Life;  He is eternal; and we were created in that likeness.

This verse says God breathed the breath of life into the nostrils of man, and man became a living being.  The Hebrew word translated 'breath' is the same word that is translated 'spirit' in the Old Testament. God took something of Himself and put it into man, He breathed His own spirit of life into man, and man was filled with that life.  Man was created to operate like God on the earth, to have dominion and authority.

But Adam sinned and fell, and death came and spread to all men (Romans 5.12)

Even after the Fall, man was prevented from having access to the garden and the tree of life (Genesis 3.22-24), but the life of God was still in part effective in man, that's why the pre-flood patriarchs lived long lives.  As death spread their lives became much shorter.

John 10.10 (Amplified)

“I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows)”

The word translated in this verse as 'life' is the Greek word zoe.  

W E Vine says about this word, that it is  “.. life as God has it, that which the Father has in Himself..”  (Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words)

Jesus came to impart the very life of God into you and me.   Jesus came to give us abundant life – life in all it's fullness.

Don't mistake abundant life for everlasting life.  Everlasting life is what you receive the moment you are born again; abundant life is about living and enjoying life to the max, an overflow of life – life as God has it.  The same kind of life that was breathed into Adam at creation, a life of dominion and authority, operating as God did.

That's the Fullness of the Eden Blessing!

