New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Fullness of the Eden Blessing: 11
Authority & Dominion: God’s Gift to Man
Genesis 1.26-28

The Root of the Problem
In several of our studies on the Fullness of the Eden Blessing we have already seen that Adam was created in the image and likeness of God.  We have also noted that he was intended to function in the same way as God – by using words.
Our text verses show that from the first day of creation, God’s intentions were for man to be in authority.  He was created as an exact duplication of God, to rule and reign, to have dominion over the earth.  He was given to increase and abound in all things, to be an achiever and conqueror.  

In the Garden he fully operated in that position..

Genesis 3.1-6

Last time we saw that Satan’s primary attack is against the Word of God in you.  He sowed seeds of doubt and no confidence in their hearts for God’s Word

In the very act of listening, heeding and yielding to the words of satan, Adam surrendered his position of authority – the subduer became in subjection.

Satan has no authority of his own.  He has no legal right to function in the earth.  He seeks someone that will surrender their authority to him to give the right to function in the earth.  He can only operate within the parameters that we allow.

“Leave no [such] room of foothold for the devil [give no opportunity to him] ” Ephesians 4.27 (Amp)
What should have happened in Eden when the serpent showed up - was for Adam & Eve to kick him out of their garden.  But they listened and took note of what he said and surrendered authority to him – he could now function legally, and sin, death and the curse came in – satan was now king in the earth.
The Authority of Jesus

Philippians 2. 6-8

Jesus came to earth to take ‘the crown’ off satan and replace it back on the head of man, as it was in the garden of Eden.  In order to do this He had to become a man himself – He had to defeat satan as a man.   (God also needs someone to give him authority to act).

· Jesus laid aside His divinity (God-nature) when He came to earth.

· He operated in the covenant of God

· He used faith – operated the ‘Gifts of the Spirit’ – moved under the anointing of God – He used the authority given to Him

· If Jesus had used His ‘God-power’ – He couldn’t have given the authority back to man’s control
· If Jesus had used His ‘God-power’ – we wouldn’t have been able to attain a Christ-like lifestyle.

Jesus, as a man, overcame every temptation the devil threw at him

Jesus, as a man, resisted the power of satan

Jesus, as a man, defeated satan on the cross

Jesus, as a man, went into the depths of hell and victoriously took the keys of death & hell from satan.

A man (Adam) surrendered his power and authority to satan and one man (Jesus) took it back.

Authority Restored

Matthew 28.18 – after the cross, after that great defeat over satan, sin, hell, curse and demonic powers, Jesus declares ‘all authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore…”

Jesus says that He has the authority (won back legally) and He tells them to go in that authority and preach, heal, make disciples.

In Luke 10.19 we read similar words – “I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power (ability) of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you”

As children of God we now have, because of the blood of Jesus, complete mastery, control, jurisdiction, power and authority over the most dynamic show of strength, might and ability that the devil can produce.  We can therefore tell the devil to ‘jump’ – his best shot is no match for the power invested in us.
Authority, like righteousness, has nothing to do with merit or anything of ourselves – it is a gift from God, centred around what Jesus did for us at the cross.

Our authority works together with the Word of God.

We said it last time, it’s no wonder the devil attacks the word so much. He knows the power of it when wielded by a believer who is standing in his authority.

Jesus came to restore to man the Fullness of the Eden Blessing.

We see these ten things found in Eden, now restored to the church:

1. Blessing & prosperity 


6. Unity
2. Fellowship with God 


7. Glory of God

3. Life





8. Goodness (needs supplied)

4. Joy





9. Revelation of the Word

5. Growth




10. Authority & Dominion

