New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Authority of the Believer: 7

Binding & Loosing

The subject of Binding & Loosing carries on from what we have studied already.  We have spent a few weeks looking at the importance and power of our words – the command of faith, the importance of having a good testimony.  

We have also seen that one of our spiritual weapons is prayer - these weapons are mighty in God for pulling down strongholds.  (2 Corinthians 10.4-6)

Binding the Strongman

Matthew 12.24-37

Strongholds are pulled down by binding the 'strong man' and taking authority over him.

Jesus taught in these verses that you cannot overcome a strong man unless you first bind him up.  Once he is bound you can go through his entire house and plunder it  (vs 29).

In the next few verses Jesus does not change his subject matter – he is still talking about binding the strongman and plundering his goods.  He shows us how this is done – through words.

“out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (v34).

In Revelation 19.11-16 we read that Jesus, who is called the Word of God came riding out of heaven, with all the armies of heaven following him.  In verse 15 it says:

“out of His mouth goes a sharp two edged sword, that with it He should strike the nations” - 

That sword is the Word of God  (Ephesians 6. 17; Hebrews 4.12)

We bind the strongman and overcome him by:

1. Identifying the stronghold and the strongman, and declaring the Lordship of Jesus over him.

2. Bind the strongman with the Name of Jesus

3. Bind the strongman by speaking the Word of God

4. Punish the strongman by praising God - with songs of victory, songs about the blood, songs about the power of His name

These are the keys that Jesus spoke about - “I give you the keys of the kingdom..” (Matt 16.19)

The Keys of the Kingdom

Matthew 16.16-19

'on this rock' – revelation:  revelation of the name of Jesus, revelation of the Word of God.  This is what the Church is built on – and Hades and Hell (nor any demonic activity) can ever prevail against that revealed wisdom and knowledge.

Keys lock doors and make things secure - they bind up

When you use those keys (the Word and the Name) on earth - whatever you bind (by speaking the Word and the Name of Jesus) will also be bound in heaven.

Likewise whatever you loose (by speaking the Word and the Name) will be loosed in heaven.

Notice the emphasis – the subject of the verse is YOU.  You bind, You loose, You do the speaking.   

Too many prayers are prayed in churches asking God to bind the devil - God will not bind the devil for you, YOU have to do it, you have been given the authority 'over all the power of the enemy' - But all of Heaven will back up your words

Job 22.26-29 – Heaven takes notice of your words of declaration and backs them up, so that what you declare and decree will be established for you.

There are certain conditions attached to this statement -  (see vs 21-26)

· acquaint yourself with Him

· be at peace

· receive His instruction

· lay up His words in your heart

· remove iniquity far from you 

· delight yourself in God and seek His face

