New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Authority of the Believer: 5

Weapons of Our Warfare

Last time we saw that we need to start exercising our authority more than we do.  

· We exercise that authority through words – the command of faith releases the power that backs up the authority.  We saw several occasions where Jesus spoke a command in faith and the power was present to bring healing, deliverance, salvation, freedom from oppression.

Luke 10.19 – [our text verse] Jesus delegated His authority to the church.

Jesus will NOT DO ANYTHING about the devil in your life.  All that HE WILL DO has already BEEN DONE by Him.

YOU RESIST THE DEVIL

James 4.7;   1 Peter 5.8-9

resist  (Gk.  antihistemi) – 'to set against, to stand against, withstand, oppose, resist'

2 Corinthians 10.3-6

When ever we begin to exercise our authority we soon become targets for the enemy.  

The devil will use every available means to attack you – if he can’t get to you through your spirit, he will use something else like your body, mind or emotions.

God has given us weapons that are mighty in Him to the pulling down of the enemy strongholds.

· These weapons are not carnal – they are not of the flesh, they are not physical weapons but spiritual. 

· We have the authority to use these weapons – Jesus gave us authority over all the power of the enemy

· We can use these weapons to demolish satanic strongholds [those things that have a strong hold and grip in our lives]
· We also use them to take captive every thought, imagination and argument that exalts itself against the knowledge of Christ.

Ephesians 6.10-18
One of the major themes of Ephesians is the authority of the believer – this book  contains two prayers that the apostle Paul prayed for us in regard to authority.  
· One of those was that we might receive wisdom, revelation and understanding  (Eph 1.17-18);  
· the other prayer was that we would be strengthened with might in the inner man (Eph 3.16).  
In chapter 6 (still dealing with the authority of the believer), Paul writes “finally brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might”

· We are to be strong in His mighty power, not in our own strength.  

· We have no power or might in our own strength – the same as a policeman has no authority without his uniform.

God has given us armour to wear – it is not physical armour but spiritual.  

· We must wear this armour continually – we are under constant alert
· It provides protection for the believer

· It equips and prepares the believer to “be able to stand against the wiles [schemes, plans and devices] of the devil”

Ephesians 6.14-17 lists the six items
TRUTH – truth is like a belt that fits round our waist.  This covers our secret parts, the reproductive organs and organs that dispel waste.  The truth of God’s Word deals effectively with the rubbish – the deceit and lies of the enemy and dispels them.   

The belt of truth holds all the other pieces of armour in place – truth and integrity are a vital part of the Christian life.  We can have no confidence in our authority if truth and integrity are not part of our make-up
RIGHTEOUSNESS – this covers our vital organs like the heart and lungs just as a breastplate would cover these areas for a soldier.    Righteousness protects us from the attacks of the enemy that bring condemnation.  We are made righteous by the blood of the Lamb.
It also shows our obedience to the Word of God – that we want to obey God, live righteously, following His commands.

GOSPEL OF PEACE – having our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.  This means that we are to be ready and prepared to do whatever and go wherever the Lords leads us, proclaiming the Word of God – it is the message of the cross that is God’s power to bring salvation and peace to all.  That readiness is a sign of our faithfulness to Him.  The Lord can only lead and direct those who are willing to follow.
SHIELD OF FAITH – the type of shield mentioned here covered the entire front of the body.  It could also be lifted to provide covering overhead.   We have complete covering through faith in God. Faith comes by revelation of the Word of God.  This faith quenches every fiery dart of the wicked one.  Every dart the enemy shoots should be quenched with faith that comes from the Word of God.  

Paul writes that we should take up this “above all”
SALVATION – salvation is like a helmet, which is referred to in 1 Thessalonians 5.8 as the hope of salvation.  This guards our minds from the evil thoughts and imaginations that satan would try and put there.  

Salvation is from the Lord, who is the Head over all things to the church.

WORD OF GOD – this is called the Sword of the Spirit.  This shows us that the Word of God is to be used in an active way against the enemy as Jesus did when the devil came to tempt Him.  He responded with the Word of God, “It is written…”

Lastly we are told to continue in prayer, “praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful…”

Praying in the Spirit

· is only understood by God – the devil cannot interpret those prayers.

· strengthens us in the inner man

· renews us in the spirit of our mind – our own thoughts and judgements do not cloud our prayers
· keeps us watchful, alert and sharp

