New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Authority of the Believer: 3

Seated With Christ

Ephesians 1.18-23

God wants us to know (v18) what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us believers (v19) -   What God did for Jesus, He also did for us.

This knowing has got to come to us by revelation (v17) in order for it to be of real value to us. This study will not benefit us if we just intellectually or mentally assent to it.  It needs to be received by revelation - it must become rhema.  That’s why we need to keep going over it, get from the web, hear again, meditate it.

In our closing thoughts last time we saw what happened when Jesus died:

· He descended into the vaults of hell and stripped satan bare of any authority he had  [from Adam]

· He disarmed every principality and power and made a public spectacle of them

· In an overwhelming display of His power, God raised Jesus from the dead.

· He seated Jesus at His right hand – a place of authority, a kingly position.

· He is far above all principality and power, might and dominion

· He is far above every name that is named

· All things are put under His feet

In these verses Paul is talking about the greatness of the power of God which He worked in Christ Jesus when He raised Him from the dead.  That same power is at work in us who believe (v19)

Ephesians 2.1-7

“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins” (vs 1, AV)

You do not start a new thought with ‘and’ – this is a continuation of the same thought.

Here the Holy Spirit is saying through Paul, “according to the working of the strength of His might when He raised Jesus from the dead and you when you were dead”.

In the mind of God, when Jesus was raised from the dead, we were raised from the dead.

A few verses on it says:

“Even when we were dead in sins, [He] hath quickened us together with Christ.. And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (vs5-6, AV)

Notice that the Head (Christ Jesus) and the Body (Church) were raised together.  The Head and the Body are one.  If we are raised together then we are seated together as one in the heavenly places.

Seated – in a position of authority, as a king on his throne.

Christ Jesus is seated far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named.  All things are under His feet.  Where are the feet – on the Body – the Church is the Body.

If we are seated with Christ then, we too are far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named. All things are under our feet.

Vs 6 (Amplified)

“And He raised us up together with Him and made us sit down together [giving us joint seating with Him] in the heavenly sphere [by virtue of our being] in Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed One)”

Notice the tense of these verses – they are past tense.

He hath quickened us, He hath raised us up, He hath made us sit together in heavenly places.

This is not talking about when we get to heaven – it’s already a fact.  You already have authority as a believer.  It’s time to exercise that authority and start reigning in life

“The trouble with us is that we have preached a ‘cross’ religion, and we need to preach a ‘throne’ religion” – Kenneth Hagin

We tell people to stay close to the cross, we sing about it, talk about it.  Yes we need to come to the cross for salvation, but we don’t need to stay there, we need to come to the throne and take our rightful place in authority.  Even Jesus didn’t stay at the cross – He took His place on the throne.

Too often we bring ourselves under the bondage of circumstances, sickness and defeat and look to the cross for deliverance; but the reality is that we are raised up and seated with Christ on the throne, far above all these things.

Far above not just above

