New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Authority of the Believer: 2

The Value Of Our Authority
We finished last time with a statement:

“The value of our authority rests on the power behind our authority” – God Himself is the power behind our authority.   The devil and all his forces are obliged to recognise our 
authority. 
Matthew 10. 1, 5-8

Jesus called His twelve disciples and gave them power (exousia – authority) to cast out unclean spirits and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.
As you go – preach, heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons

This was not just for the twelve

Luke 10.1
Jesus anointed seventy other people (in addition to the twelve disciples) and sent them out ahead of Himself into the cities, towns and villages that He would be going to.  Their mandate was to preach, heal the sick and cast out devils.

This mandate was no different to that which He gave His twelve disciples in Matthew 10.1, 5-8

Luke 10.17-20

The seventy returned with great joy – the demons are subject to us in your name

I saw satan fall like lightning (v18) – satan is fallen, he is defeated, he’s under our feet.

“So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him” (Revelation 12.9)
“Behold I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (v19)

“You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, The young lion and the serpent (dragon [AV]) you shall trample underfoot” (Psalm 91.13)
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5.8)

Rather Rejoice – 

“Yet it is not your power over evil spirit’s which should give you such joy, but the fact that your names are written in Heaven” (v20, JBP)
The twelve and the seventy were not yet born-again (Jesus hadn’t yet died and rose again) and they exercised great authority over the devil – they used His name

“..even the demons are subject to us in your name”
But we are born again
· our names are written in Heaven
· we have power of attorney to use the name of Christ 

· you are part of the family of God which bears His name – Ephesians 3.14-15
· His name is the believers name (Heaven has it on record that when Jesus died, you died; when He rose, you rose, when He defeated satan, you defeated him – see Galatians 2.20)
· In the Scriptures the Church is called the Bride of Christ.

· In marriage a woman leaves her father and mother and is joined with her husband.  The two become one flesh – they are no longer separate but one.

· The woman takes on the man’s name – she is no longer known by her maiden name
· When we are born again we become one with Christ, we are given a new name, a new identity, we take on His name

· All believers make up the Body of Christ.   The Head (Christ) and the Body (Church) are not separate – they are one.

Matthew 28.18-20

Matthew 10 and Luke 10 were before the cross – Jesus gave His disciples the authority to use His name.

Matthew 28 is after the cross, just before Jesus ascended to the Father.

He states that all authority has been given to Him in heaven and on the earth – He then transferred that authority to the Church (His Body)  [not just the twelve or the seventy]
What Happened At The Cross?

Colossians 2. 9-15

Christ is the Head of all principality and power (rule and authority) (vs10)

When Jesus died and was buried, He descended into the vaults of hell and stripped satan bare of any authority he had  [from Adam]
He disarmed [rendered their weapons useless] every principality and power and made a public spectacle of them – He paraded His defeated foes before all of heaven, hell, and earth, showing that He had triumphed through His death, burial and resurrection.

Ephesians 1.18-23

In an overwhelming display of His power, God raised Jesus from the dead.
He seated Jesus at His right hand – a place of authority, a kingly position.

He is far above all principality and power, might and dominion

He is far above every name that is named

All things are put under His feet

God wants us to know (v18) what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us believers (v19) -   What God did for Jesus, He also did for us.. we are one with Him…
This knowing has got to come to us by revelation (v17) [rhema] in order for it to be of real value to us, it cannot be by intellect
